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By Joanna Hancock

A rush of school-
work bombards you 
when you least expect 
it, and all of a sud-
den you are up until 
the wee hours of the 
morning each night 
finishing projects that 
have slipped your 
mind, and massive 
quantities of home-
work assignments. 

As many people at 
Riggs know, the aver-
age student alternates 
between two mind-
sets over the course of 
the school year: “sleep 
is for the weak”, and 
“sleeping for a week”.   

But just how im-

portant is sleep for a 
student? Studies have 
shown that kids who 
stay up late to cram 
for a test will often 
do poorly academi-
cally the next day. 

In an article by Times 
magazine, specialists 
say that since students 
tend to give up sleep 
for studying more of-
ten as they get old-
er, the problem often 
compounds over time. 

The same article de-
tails a survey carried 
out involving 535 9th, 
10th and 11th graders 
from various Los An-
geles schools, in which 
the students were re-
quired to keep dia-

ries about how each 
of them performed in 
class. The results came 
back with a consis-
tent theme, suggesting 
that the students who 
stayed up late to study 
often had academic 
troubles the next day.  

Do the numbers lie?    
The National Sleep 

Foundation says 
that teenagers gen-
erally function best 
with 8.5 to 9.25 hours 
of sleep each night. 

However, how 
many kids are real-
ly getting that much 
sleep per night? 

With schoolwork 
and activities stacked 
on top of each other, 

some kids find it hard 
to even get a sit-down 
meal under their belt 
before they’re off to 
another practice, or 
have to duck off to 
study for a big test.   

The solution? Spe-
cialists say that the 
way to solve the sleep 
problem is for stu-
dents to practice bet-
ter time management 
skills overall, and learn 
how to keep them-
selves on a schedule. 

This, of course, is 
easier said than done. 

A good first step 
might involve a plan-
ner, or a system-
atic array of col-
orful sticky notes. 

Everyone has 
their preference. 

Is a lack of sleep 
contributing to the ear-
ly onslaught of seniori-
tis that many students 
at Riggs are currently 
feeling? The possibil-
ity is quite fathomable. 

With one quarter 
done and in the past, 
the clock is ticking 
down towards the end 
of the first semester. 

Perhaps a planner 
should be an item on 
your next purchase list.

Sleep is for the Weak or Sleep for a Week? 

By Austin Lentsch 

  The trees are turning to 
oranges and yellows and 
reds, the final harvests are 
coming in, and people are 
forgetting about Halloween 
and Thanksgiving to start 
putting up Christmas lights.    
   Yes, fall is in the air, and 
so is the smell of that iconic 
flavor that we rely upon to 
signal the changing of the 
seasons: Pumpkin Spice. 
   As the birds are migrating 
to Mexico and the elderly 
are migrating to Florida, all 
girls wearing yoga pants 
and Uggs are migrating 

to the nearest Starbucks to 
grab a #PSL (For all you 
22+, that’s a Pumpkin Spice 
Latte;).
   Last year, Starbucks was 
under a lot of fire from the 
public after an unimaginable 
fact was uncovered: the 
Pumpkin Spice Latte did not 
have any pumpkin in it.    
   Hurrying to fix its terrible 
slip-up, the coffee company 
announced earlier this sea-
son that the iconic drink is 
now made with real pump-
kin! 
   The funny part of this 
pumpkin problem is that 
the flavor pumpkin spice 

does not customarily have 
any pumpkin in it. WHAT?! 
So what is pumpkin spice 
anyway? Well, I’m glad you 
asked!
   Pumpkins by themselves 
are actually quite bland, 
and pumpkin spice was 
concocted as a disguise for 
the boring taste. A mix of 
cinnamon, ginger, allspice, 
cloves, mace, and nutmeg, 
the consumers used the 
mixture in all pumpkin 
products, from cakes to pies 
and everywhere in-between. 
In the 1950s, McCormick 
started marketing a product 
called “pumpkin pie spice,” 

‘Tis the Season for Pumpkin Spice Everything 
and in the mid ‘60s, the name 
shrank to simply “pumpkin 
spice.” 
   In 2004, Starbucks introduced 
the Pumpkin Spice Latte, and 
the rest is history. 
   Generally, I don’t believe that 
hype is reliable, but for research 
purposes, I did actually drive 
for a couple of hours to buy 
one. Be aware that the newly 
added pumpkin is not even no-
ticeable, so don’t worry about 
kerfuffle ruining the age-old 
recipe. 
   What’s my personal opinion? 
If you like nutmeg and cin-
namon, it’s top! (Perhaps not 
worth driving to the nearest 
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...to taking cute fall pictures

...to football team being ESD  
champs! LOV GOVS
...to seniors being 1/4 of the 
way done
...to opening pheasant 
...to Halloween movies
...to the bake sale
...to hockey season start-
ing up 
...to 20 piece chicken nug-
gets 
...to The Ellen Show
...to the honors curve
...to new emojis
...to oreo thins
...to Thankgiving and 
Christmas being right 
around the corner
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E d i t o r i a l

Stop and Smell the Pumpkins
Let’s talk about 

one of my biggest pet 
peeves: stores refus-
ing to let me stop and 
smell the roses. Hal-
loween hasn’t even 
happened yet, and the 
stores are already put-
ting up Christmas stuff. 
Now I love Christmas, 
don’t get me wrong, 
but I love Hal-
loween too 
so stop try-
ing to take it 
from me! Let me enjoy 
the holiday that is ac-
tually upon us before 
you start shoving a dif-
ferent holiday on me.

This isn’t just an iso-
lated incident either. I 
feel like no sooner has 
school ended than the 
school supply commer-
cials begin. Then there’s 
the holidays. On a quest 
to stay ahead, stores are 
constantly pushing on 
to the next holiday rath-

er than sticking with 
the one that is actually 
happening. This mad-
ness must end! I want 
to smell the pumpkins 
instead of being rushed 
off to the poinsettias.

While stores putting 
up Christmas decora-
tions in November may 
seem like a small, in-

c o n -
s e -
quen-
tial is-

sue (and it is), it is re-
ally just one of the side 
effects of a deep rooted 
problem in our society. 
We are never satisfied 
with where we are and 
are instead constantly 
searching for the next 
thing to make us happy. 
While this can be good 
when it takes the form 
of ambition, I think we 
frequently take it too 
far and let it ruin our 
presents. Yes, it is im-

portant to always be 
looking forward, but it 
is also important to be 
happy where you are 
now because that mys-
tical place in the fu-
ture where everything 
is all rainbows and uni-
corns is a myth. If you 
don’t stop every once 
in a while to enjoy to-
day, you will final-
ly arrive at the finish 
line just to realize that 
you missed out on all 
the good parts in life.

I know stopping to 
enjoy life is harder than 
it sounds. Believe me, I 
know. I have a tenden-
cy to overextend myself 
and become so busy 
that free time becomes 
a fairy tale. But just 
because something is 
hard doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t strive to do 
it anyhow. In 17 years 
on this earth, I’ve come 
to the conclusion that 

most of the things actu-
ally worth doing aren’t 
easy. So I’m going to 
make a resolution. 
And no, I’m not go-
ing to wait for the day 
when it is socially ac-
ceptable to make mean-
ingless resolutions you 
know you won’t keep. 
Instead, I’m going to 
make a resolution now, 
for this year. I promise 
to make time every day, 
even if it is only a min-
ute or two, to stop and 
smell the roses. Will I 
fail on a regular basis? 
Yes. Will I even remem-
ber every day? No. But 
I am going to keep per-
severing anyway, be-
cause I don’t want to 
graduate high school 
regretting all the mem-
ories I didn’t make. 
Let’s go smell some 
roses together, guys.

Compiled by GraCie Jones 
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Winter should not 
Stop us from Fun 

 C & C’s Tips to Create a Killer Costume  

Oh, the Places You’ll Go after Riggs High  

Miranda Rockwood 

REFLECTIONS

xoxo Carrie and Charlotte
Your Common Counsel Couple

ADVICE

Macy and Maddie

With November 
approaching fast, it 
seems as if the warm 
months are far be-
hind us. Zesto is clos-
ing fast and we are left 
with nothing but the 
cold winter months.
There’s no 
more shorts 
and t-shirts, 
or Burks 
and Chacos. 
Pretty soon 
we will have 
to put all 
those things 
up and trade 
them in for 
our scarves, 
yoga pants, 
and Uggs. 
But maybe 
not, a lot of 
us are bring-
ing a popular sum-
mer activity with us. 

Concerts. Every 
year you look forward 
to all of the things that 
summer brings: long 
days at the beach, 
road trips to baseball 
games, family vaca-
tions, and of course 
music festivals and 
concerts. If you didn’t 
attend a concert this 
summer did you 
even have a real sum-
mer experience? Con-
certs have become a 
thing that many peo-
ple flock to, and not 
just in the summer. 

Haven’t you noticed 
the growing amount 
of concert pics and 
videos on Snapchat 
and Instagram? (I’ll 
take this time to per-
sonally thank Maddie 
Sutton for her snap-
chat vids). It seems as 

if just out of the blue 
people have started 
to become more and 
more in tune with the 
bands they listen to 
and are willing to do 
whatever it takes to see 
them. From traveling 

a c r o s s 
the coun-
try to see 
5 Sec-
onds of 
Summer, 
or Randy 
Houser, 
to going 
to fairs to 
see Dan 
+ Shay, 
or just 
S i o u x 
Falls to 
see Ed 
S h e e r -

an. There is no more 
waiting to see if 
that’s what your par-
ents got you for your 
birthday. Many of us 
have our own jobs 
and spend our own 
money on the things 
we want. And those 
things are concerts. 

So, while the sum-
mer months are far 
behind us, the activ-
ities we love to do 
during them don’t 
have to go. Why wait 
until next summer 
to see your favor-
ite band? Go out and 
buy those tickets now. 

I promise you will 
never forget the expe-
rience that you gain 
from standing with 
hundreds of people 
you don’t know (and 
probably never will) 
and belting your fa-
vorite 21 Pilots lyrics. 

As I lie on my bed-
room floor trying to 
think about a topic to 
write this month’s col-
umn about, I keep find-
ing myself getting dis-
tracted. My mind keeps 
wandering to various 
things, but it seems 
coming back to one sin-
gle thing- the future. 

It shouldn’t be that 
difficult to figure out 
what you want to do 
when you “grow up.” 
You figure out your in-
terests, then pick a ca-
reer from there. Easy, 
right? Wrong. What 
happens when you’re 
like many high school 
students and have no 
idea what truly inter-

ests you? Sure, I’m 
interested in a lot of 
things, but none of 
them worth making a 
life out 
of. I’m 
sure I’m 
not the 
o n l y 
one who 
gets a 
s l i g h t 
case of 
anxiety 
anytime 
s o m e -
one asks me where 
I’m going to college. 

There are three 
things I’m fairly cer-
tain I could do for the 
rest of my life: talk, 
read, and listen to mu-

sic. Anyone who knows 
me, knows I’m proba-
bly doing at least one of 
these things at any giv-

en time. I’m 
pretty sure I 
could hold a 
decent con-
v e r s a t i o n 
with a rock, 
so there’s 
that. It’s 
pretty hard 
to talk and 
read at the 
same time. 

If I’m reading a really 
good book, I probably 
will finish it in a cou-
ple of days. As for mu-
sic, I’m the kind of per-
son that will make ev-
eryone stop talking and 

It’s Halloween Week! 
Finally! It will be jam 
packed with activi-
ties and most impor-
tantly costume parties. 

Most of you have been 
waiting for this week 
for months, but this 
could be news to a few. 
And those few probably 
don’t have a costume. 

But there’s no rea-
son to stress. For those 
who procrastinated 
(yes, we are all guilty 
of doing so), here are 
some quick tips on 
how to scrape togeth-
er a fantastic last min-
ute Halloween costume. 

The road to a per-
fect costume is quite 
simple and is guaran-
teed to dazzle all your 
friends. First off, think 
of unique and differ-
ent ideas. It’s easy to go 
with the current trend, 

but think outside of the 
box. Halloween cos-
tumes are the best way 
to express yourself 
in an unknown way! 

Maybe you have a 
favorite tv show, mu-
sic group or food that 
no one would think 
of dressing up as. 

Secondly, don’t be 
afraid to show up in a 
homemade costume. 
Do it 
yourse l f 
(DIY) cos-
tumes are 
often the 
most cre-
ative and least expen-
sive costumes. Check 
out local thrift or sec-
ondhand stores for in-
spiring costume piec-
es. There is no shame 
in taking a hot glue 
gun and spray paint 
to your ensemble. 

Thirdly, have some 
fun with your cos-
tume. While Hallow-
een is a spooky holi-
day, it doesn’t have 
to be so serious. 

Halloween is sup-
posed to be fun! Make 
your fellow competi-
tors laugh at how crazy 
and cool your costume 
is. They might also just 
be laughing out of fear 

b e c a u s e 
they know 
they’re go-
ing to lose 
to you. 

B u t 
sometimes Halloween 
screams “SCARY” to 
some people instead 
of just being hilarious. 
If this applies to you, 
don’t shy away from 
your scary side. Show-
ing up in a spine shiv-
ering costume might 

just win you the first 
place ribbon. Blood 
and gory is often a 
very successful route 
in costume contests. 

Remember that you 
need to be comfortable 
in your costume. It is 
October in South Dako-
ta, not July in California. 

So, you should dress 
like it, especially if you 
plan on being outdoors. 

The last thing you 
need is to be cold and 
miserable. Your Hal-
loween party vibes do 
not need to be ruined 
over a simple thing. 

But perhaps most 
importantly, whatev-
er you choose to come 
as, be confident and 
proud in your costume. 

Rock your new look 
for the day and snatch 
that best costume award.

just listen if a song I 
like comes on the radio.     

These days it seems 
that not many peo-
ple love their job and 
the lifestyle that comes 
with it. I, like most peo-
ple in this world, want 
to be successful and 
stable as far as money 
goes, and I want to be 
able to do that on my 
own. Will I ever make 
a decent amount of 
money talking, read-
ing, and listening to 
music? Probably not. 

So for now, I will 
try to diverge my-
self into the wonder-
ful world of career 
finding. Wish me luck.
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From Staff Reports

For most families, 
carving three or four 
pumpkins for Hallow-
een is plenty of work. A 
few, simple Jack-o-lan-
terns lit with candles do 
well to fit the require-
ments of most every-
day pumpkin carvers.

Senior Kim Gram-
bihler and her family, 
however, are not aver-
age pumpkin carvers. 
They and their crew of 
helpers work to take 
pumpkin carving to a 
completely new level.

The Grambihler fam-
ily holds its own pump-
kin carving event every 
year right around Hal-
loween. This year the 
total number of pump-
kins reached approxi-
mately 300. The family 
completes the lighted-
pumpkin display with 
the addition of Hallow-
een decorations includ-
ing ghosts, tombstones, 
and additional lights.

Grambihler herself as-

sists with the project from 
start to finish and says 
the event started as little 
more than a small fam-
ily project, just for fun.

“We had the room to 
grow the pumpkins, and 
it was a fun family proj-
ect,” Grambihler said.

The family sources its 
pumpkins from its own 
dedicated pumpkin patch, 
which takes up about an 
eighth of an acre. The 
pumpkins are planted 
towards the end of May.  

The event had hum-
ble beginnings, and 
started very small com-
pared to its present 
size, Grambihler says.

“We probably only 
did about 30 pump-
kins the first year,” 
Grambihler said.

Over the last several 
years that the family has 
completed the project, the 
number of pumpkins has 
gradually grown. As any-
one could guess, carving 
300 pumpkins requires 
a considerable amount 
of time and manpower.

One Week, 300 Pumpkins:  a Huge Halloween Display

Grambihler says 
that her parents take 
two days off work 
just to devote time to 
the pumpkin display. 

The entire process 
takes about a week. 

The team uses sheet 
rock saws, as well as 

homemade tools, to 
carve the pumpkins. 
The time allotted to each 
pumpkin varies con-
siderably, Grambihler 
says. The designs vary 
widely, from animals, 
to ghosts, to lettering, to 
the classic jack-o-lantern. 

“Depending on how 
fancy the design is, 
it can take anywhere 
from one minute to two 
hours to cave one pump-
kin,” Grambihler said.

The last day of dec-
orating involves the 
actual placing of the 

pumpkins and the de-
sign of the display. 

“On the final day 
of decorating, we had 
about twenty people 
help,” Grambihler said.

The display draws a 
considerable number of 
viewers, and the num-

ber is increasing each 
year. More and more 
people learn of the at-
traction as time goes 
on, and informing those 
people has become eas-
ier as information tech-
nology has developed.

“Social media has had 
a big factor in getting 
the word out to people 
about our display. Fam-
ily, friends, co-workers, 
as well as a ton of peo-
ple we don’t know now 
come to see our dis-
play,” Grambihler said.

Just as the crew pre-
pares and sets up all 300 
pumpkins on the prop-
erty, it also must remove 
all 300 pumpkins and 
dispose of them. Gram-
bihler says that job is 
not as bad as it sounds.

“Well, it’s not actu-
ally that bad. All we do 
is throw the pumpkins 
in a trailer and a family 
friend feeds them to his 
cows,” Grambihler said.

Grambihler says that 
she enjoys the tradition 
of the pumpkin-carv-
ing event. It has evolved 
into a great way to 
spend some family time.

“The event is a fun 
way to bond and hang 
out with each oth-
er,” Grambihler said.

Grambihler may 
someday continue the 
tradition herself, she 
says,  although perhaps 
not on the same scale 
that her family does now. 

“I think it’s pret-
ty cool and a fun thing 
to do. I hope to con-
tinue the tradition, but 
maybe not to this ex-
treme,” Grambihler said.

Pictured above is a small sample of the pumpkins that make up the display. Ghosts and other Halloween staples are also included in the display.Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Left, a panorama of the 
display.   A landscape of lit 
pumpkins takes over the 
property every October.

Do’s and Don’ts 
of Halloween

DO’S

We hope you all have a fun, safe        
Halloween weekend! 

Compiled by Emily Kist and Caitlin Reimers

DON’TS
1. Watch all the classic halloween films - Hocus Pocus, 
Beetlejuice, Coraline… Have a movie marathon with the 
squad. Even have a scary movie marathon if all of your 
friends like them. 

2. Dress in an ensemble with friends. There is seriously 
nothing better than a well-executed group costume. For 
larger groups, you can dress up as The Breakfast Club cast, 
The Simpsons, or maybe even the Teletubbies if you’re into 
that kind of thing. And couples costumes are cool too.

3. Go trick or treating. This one is fairly simple. Free candy. 
And maybe if you are a bit uncomfortable about trick or 
treating, take a younger sibling. They look up to you and 
would give anything to do a fun activity like that with you… 
plus you still get free candy.

4. Fun halloween pranks - Dress up with a mask or some-
thing, then hide in the backseat of their car. Wait until they 
get in, and once they close the door, tap their shoulder and 
scream once they turn around and see you. Don’t forget to 
film the whole thing. Your friend might hate you, but the 
Instagram post of them peeing their pants was probably 
worth it.

5. Decorate or carve pumpkins - Carving pumpkins is also 
a good excuse to get the squad together and have a good 
time. Order a few pizzas, turn on one of those good Hallow-
een movies mentioned above, and have fun.

6. Make memories, have fun, and be safe!

1. Watch Halloween movies on Novem-
ber 1. It’s just not the same. Also, 
don’t watch them pre-October.

2. Dress up like a hipster. No one 
will realize you are dressed up.

3. Vandalize property- It’s illegal 
and rude. And to put it bluntly, egg-
ing isn’t funny.

4. Do damaging, harmful, or illegal 
pranks- If your idea of a prank might 
involve the law being broken, or it 
might involve a friend possibly los-
ing a limb, I would suggest avoiding 
it this Halloween. No, avoid it all 
year round.

5. Sever your limbs while carving 
your pumpkin- A trip to the emer-
gency room might make for a memo-
rable Halloween, but probably not 
an enjoyable one.

6. Forget to take lots of pictures!
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Last meet: State Tournament (16th place finish)
Next meet: End of Season 
Player Comment: “Hanging out with the team and 
coaches was a great time.”-Kailee Schultz

Girls’ TennisVolleyball
Record: 10-13
Last match: Win vs. Mitchell on Oct. 26
Next match: Tuesday at Huron (Districts) 
Player comment: “I loved working with my team to 
get better.”-Elena Svingen

Last competition: 9th place at state meet
Next competition: End of Season
Player comment: “My favorite part of cross country 
was being with the team.”-Cortney Dowling

Girls’ Cross Country
Last competition: 2nd round loss vs. RC Central
Next competition: End of Season
Player comment: : “My teammates are a second 
family to me.”-Maddie Sutton

Girls’ Soccer

Mariah Fuchs Interview 

Last Competition: 10th in dance; 1st in stunt, non-
tumbling; 14th in cheer
Next Competition: End of Season

Competitive Cheer and Dance

Compiled by  Nate Hill

Cole Cruse Interview
Q: How did the season, 
with expectations where 
they were, go? 

A: The season went well. 
We didn’t know how it 
was going to be losing our 
top runner, but we were 
average! 

Q: Did the preparation for 
the state meet go well? 

A: Preparing for the state 
meet we just do as we al-
ways do. Work hard all 
week, drink lots of water 
and keep a positive at-
titude going into my last 
meet. 

Q: What do you think the 
future looks like for the 
Lady Govs Cross Country 
team? 

A: I think the younger 

girls seem just like us. They 
work so hard and look up 
to us older girls for sup-
port. The fact that we got 
through all these years of 
cross country shows them 
they can do it and they 
won’t die lol. 

Q: What was the dynam-
ic like for the team as a 
whole? 

A: My coaches are awe-
some. We all spend so 
much time together the 
whole team is like family. 

Q: Favorite memory? 

A: My favorite memory 
was my sophomore year 
when our team placed at 
state and got 4th! We got 
a trophy and all our hard 
work paid off! We got to go 
to Hu Hot and celebrate!  

Q: What was the hardest 
part of getting bounced 
in the first round of the 
playoffs?

A: The hardest part was 
knowing it was the end 
of my high school soccer 
career alongside some of 
my best friends, and fac-
ing the fact that the season 
was over not only for me, 
but for my teammates. 

Q: How did the younger 
players look up to you 
and the other seniors this 
year?

A: I guess I can’t really 
speak for the younger 
players, but we always 
tried to lead by example 
and just work as hard as 
we could and motivate 
those around us. So, I 

hope that did make an im-
pact on them.

Q: How have the coaches 
impacted you?

A: Well, the head coach is 
my dad so there’s a long 
list of ways he has im-
pacted me haha.  As far as 
soccer goes though, both 
coaches always gave their 
all for us and did every-
thing they could to moti-
vate us through the tough 
times, so I always looked 
up to that and tried to car-
ry it forward.

Q: You recently signed 
with Northwestern Col-
lege; why did you choose 
to play there?

A: Northwestern College 
is an amazing school with 

an amazing atmosphere.  I 
felt that the first time I vis-
ited not only on campus, 
but on the soccer field and 
with the team.  They’ve 
got a strong team and it’s 
a great place to grow as a 
person, so it became a no-
brainer to me.

Q: What will you take 
away from this last sea-
son?

A: It was no secret that 
this last season was rough 
on us.  It didn’t go how we 
wanted, but we learned a 
lot about facing adversity.  
We learned to hold our 
heads high through the 
bad times, so I hope to al-
ways take that with me.
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Boys’ Golf
Previous meet: 5th place at state 
tournament
Next tournament: End of Season 

Boys’ Cross-Country
Last meet: 6th place at state meet
Next meet: End of Season 

Football (7-2)
Last Game: Oct. 22 at Sturgis; Won 34-14 
***Newspaper published before Thursday’s 
game results with Douglas
Next Game: TBD

Boys’ Soccer
Last game: First round playoff loss vs. 
Huron
Next game: End of Season 

GO GOVS!
Compiled by  Nate Hill

Seniors and Hundreds of Miles Leads Cross Country Team to 6th Place Finish

    “What makes this year’s boys’ 
team special? These guys run all 
summer together.  They have been 
doing that for the past three sea-
sons,” head cross country coach Jim 
Keyes said. 
    With a team of over 25 runners 
and 14 runners that are seniors, this 
team knew they had a lot of poten-
tial coming into the season. 
    “A large team has really been 
great this year because we’ve been 
training together for the past couple 
years.  Our team has known that 
this year would be our best chance 
to do something at the ESD and 
State meets because we have a lot 
of experience. Most people would 
dismiss the idea of long distance 
running before even trying it (like 
me before I tried it). But when 
I joined my sophomore year, I 
instantly felt a strong team aspect 
that I wasn’t expecting. Even though 
hard practices and racing are tough 
to get through, I always enjoy 
spending time with the team every 
day after school, but having a team 
that will run together year after year 
is something pretty special. Both in 

practices and in meets, having guys 
pushing me for the last three years 
has really helped me be the best 
runner I can be.  We’re finally get-
ting paid off for the hundreds and 
hundreds of miles that we run all 
year,” senior Seth McKinley said. 
    The boys’ cross country team has 
been getting a lot of attention from 
all around the state and region. A 
4th place run at the prestigious Roy 
Griak Invite gave Pierre high expec-
tations for how the team would run 
at ESD and state. 
     Keyes credits the boys for all the 
attention they are receiving. 
     “The reason the guys are get-
ting a lot of attention right now is 
because they understand how to 
be successful in the sport of cross 
country. You can’t be successful 
with just one or two runners that 
care,” Keyes said. 
     The environment of teamwork 
and improvement that Keyes has 
built in his time as head coach has 
led many new runners to try cross 
country. 
    “The appeal to cross country is 
the way our teams get along with 
one another. The one thing I want 
people to know is you don’t have to 

be the fastest person in your class to 
come out for cross country.  There 
are many different levels of abili-
ties and the most important thing 
is to work hard and improve as the 
season goes on,” Keyes said. 
     The team, however, did not 
just have their eyes set on improv-
ing this year. The team wanted to 
achieve something not done by a 
Pierre team in 18 years; they wanted 
an ESD title. 
     Theron Singleton, Jack Wollman, 
Caleb Lusk, Vicente Ramirez, Seth 
McKinley, Cadin Buchholz, and 
Jebben Keyes-who made up the 
state team-along with Ryan Sheldon, 
Ryan Mikkelsen, Porter Jones, and 
Nick Mahowald took the ESD title 
at home running at Hillsview Golf 
Course. 
     “Winning ESD has been one of 
the goals for our team for quite 
some time. We were expected to get 
second going into the race, so it was 
really cool to see the guys work so 
hard and win the second half of the 
race just like we have been taught. 
Personally, it meant a lot to see the 
team that I have trained with do 
something in Pierre that hasn’t been 
done in my lifetime,” McKinley said. 

     “Winning the ESD was huge for 
the boys’ cross country team.  Four 
years ago when these senior guys 
were freshman they set the goal 
to win the ESD their senior year, 
and they made the dream a reality.  
For me it was very special to be a 
part of something that hasn’t hap-
pened in such a long time. I think 
the ESD title was great for the 
program.,” Keyes said. 
    The team continued their suc-
cess with a sixth place finish at the 
state meet. 
     “These seniors have been a 
huge help to the team because of 
the leadership and experience it 
brought to the younger runners,” 
Keyes said. 
     He and the returning runners 
next season have high hopes and 
aspirations for the coming years.

Congrats to the cross country 
team and all its seniors on a 
great finish to their careers! 

By Nathan Bader 
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Compiled by Kailee Schultz 

   October  Sibling Rivalry 
  Sarah (12) & Anna (10) Haberman

Compiled by Caitlin Reimers

Bachelor of the Month

Bachelorette of the Month

Hanna Tounsley,12

Personality: 
Serious and 
dark

Eye Color: 
Green...Blue...
Both?

Hair Color: 
Brown

Kindle or paper-
back?
Ew, I don’t read. 

Favorite pick-up 
line?
Know what’s on 
the menu? Me-
n-u :) 

What do you 
look for in a sig-
nificant other? 
Their hair and 
muscles. 

Pursue or Be Pur-
sued? 
Be pursued. 

Final words? 
I left one million 
dollars in the... 

Ideal first date?
Riding an An-
dalusian horse 
on a white, sandy 
beach... back-
wards.

Hair Color: 
Really dark brown

Favorite Pick Up 
Line?
I just smile and say 
“hey” and hope 
they say something 
back. 

What do you look 
for in a significant 
other?
She has to be short-
er than me and 
she has  to have 
a good sense of hu-
mor. 

Trey Livermont, 12

Personality: 
Funny and 
friendly 

Eye Color: 
Brown

Pursue or Be Pur-
sued? 
Be pursued. 

Kindle or paper-
back?
Paperback

Pet Peeve? 
I don’t like to hear 
people eat their 
food. 

Ideal date? 
A movie 
 

   On Tuesday, students gathered in 
the Riggs theatre dressed as charac-
ters from various TV shows. This may 
sound odd to you, but this event was 
the fall band concert. 
   “Now in Technicolor” featured stu-
dents from symphonic band and con-
cert band alike performing musical 
selections from everyone’s favorite 
TV shows, such as Downton Abbey and 
Game of Thrones. Along with the tele-
vision show themed concert, the stu-
dents were allowed to dress up while 
performing, to add to the element 
of fun for the concert. The students 
worked very hard for the past month, 
jumping in to prepare a concert the 
week after their marching band season 
had ended. Without a doubt, this con-
cert was a blast as everyone got to tap 
their toes to the beat of their favorite 
theme songs. 
   But it wasn’t just the band that per-

Fall Concerts Rock Riggs   
formed.  The Riggs choirs, led by di-
rector Mr. Bauck, also performed at 
their fall concert on October 23.  Their 
theme was “Gather at the River,” and 
featured folk music from around the 
world.  Bauck pointed out that as a 
community, both the river and music 
we encounter every day help to nur-
ture our lives. Since this was the first 
concert of the school year, there was an 
added pressure to the preparation. 
    “The hardest part about any concert 
is getting the students to understand 
and feel the music,” Bauck said. 
   All this hard work payed off, howev-
er, when the choirs performed. Along 
with traditional American folk songs 
and ballads, several unique elements 
were added, including milk jug “per-
cussion.” Keeping with the theme of 
folk music, the songs showed as much 
diversity as the people they came 
from. 

By Arden Koenecke and Amanda Pugh

Q: What is the thing you fight over most often? 

A: Sarah: Clothes. {Anna agrees} Sarah: Wait, no, her not doing the chores. 
Anna: Not even! 
Sarah: The biggest thing we argue about is probably who clears off the table after supper. 
Anna: That’s not even a big issue.

Q: Is it easier to get along when there’s only two of you, and not three? (The 3rd sister, 
Emma, is off at college)

A: Anna: it depends. Usually, we separate into groups of two and then there’s a loner. Which 
is usually me. (so bad for Anna and good for Sarah) 
Sarah: You guys do that too. 
Anna: True, but mostly you and her. 
Sarah: That’s what you think… we just want to make you look like the victim. 
Anna: NUH-UH! No.

Q: What’s the best thing about being sisters?

A: Anna: When we fight, it never lasts more than 20 minutes… on a bad day. 
Sarah: We’ll fight, and then we want to borrow something, so we have to make up.
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